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OTD will review the technology 
and interview the inventor within 
about 4-6 weeks of receipt of a 
complete and sufficient IDF. 

Invention Disclosure 
filed with OTD 

If warranted, a provisional patent 
application will be filed in a timely 

manner [application good for one year] 

Not patentable/ 
copyrightable 

Inactivate or Waive Title 
[depending on 

requirements of funding 
agency (if any)] In collaboration with the 

inventor(s) OTD will attempt to 
identify potential licensees 

Technology 
LICENSED before 

provisional 
application expires  

COMMERCIALIZATION 

REVENUE 
DISTRIBUTION 

Patent Advisory Sub-Committee 
review and recommendation on 

further patent filing [approximately 
3 months before expiration date of 

provisional application] 

DO NOT FILE File utility patent 
application 

Inactivate or 
Waive Title 

Continue 
marketing/licensing 

efforts 

File utility patent 
application [licensee 

covers patent expense] 

File second 
provisional 
application 
if possible 

Technology  
NOT LICENSED 
before provisional 
application expires 

 

NOTES 

• The patent process can take 
3 years or more once a 
utility application is filed. 

• Under the current IP 
policy, OTD is required to 
distribute licensing revenue 
to inventors and 
departments at least once 
per year. 

• OTD will typically only 
pay for the first US patent 
maintenance fee due at 3 ½ 
years post issuance. 

 

 


