

                

                                                


Getting To Know…
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I. What is Foundation Directory Online (FDO)?
Foundation Directory Online is an organization that allows subscribers to access comprehensive information on grant makers and their grants. FDO cites innumerable foundations across the United States-as well as other nations- that have and will provide grants for research organizations
· FDO contains information on 108,000 foundations, corporate giving programs, and grant making public charities in the U.S.  

· The database consists of over 4,000 sponsoring companies, offering a quick pathway to corporate funders; 

· The database contains over 3 million recently awarded grants; 

· FDO offers a keyword-searchable database of over I million recently filed IRS Forms 990 and 990-PF. **NOTE: 990 Forms are for non-profit organizations**
· Requests For Proposals (RFPs) and job opportunities are updated weekly.

II. Advantages in Using Foundation Directory Online?
1. Search across a funder's grants (using search criteria and indexes)
2. Map a funder's grants for any given year by recipient type or primary subject/the ability to view disbursements by county, city, ZIP code, or congressional district
3. Chart a funder's grants for any given year by recipient type or primary subject. 
4. Receive funder-specific e-mail alerts
5. Ability to search across all four Foundation Directory Online databases as well as the Foundation Center's philanthropy news, nonprofit jobs, RFPs, foundation publications, and nonprofit literature databases simultaneously
6. User-friendly interface
7. IPhone & Android Compatibility
8. Constant and consistent updating of database (weekly updates)
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-Manual Funding Searches
-Power Search 
-FDO Free 
-Update Central 
-Cross-Border Giving 
-Posted RFPs
In essence, FDO is a truly remarkable research tool.  FDO offers the researcher a seemingly “endless” variety of possible sources of potential funding opportunities, from sources outside of the Federal Government realm of funding. Thus, it is a highly educational, functional, and user friendly database that warrants high utilization by those in the UMBC campus community.

Let’s Get Started…

III.  
How to Log In To Foundation Directory Online

Foundation Directory is a database that is available to faculty, staff, and graduate students who have a working, valid MYUMBC login name and password.  Once logged into MyUMBC, please follow these instructions:

· Click on Topics Tab

· Click on Human Resources and Finance

· Scroll to the bottom of the page to the heading “Additional Resources”--click on link “Foundation Directory Online”. This link will direct you to the online database.

IMPORTANT NOTE: You will ONLY be able to access FDO Professional while on UMBC’s Campus. You may also access FDO through the link on OSP’s website: http://www.umbc.edu/research/OSP/proposals/funding_opportunities.html
IV.  
How to Perform Searches:
Search Options
1. FDO is divided into four MAIN databases where one can search for specific information. 

· Grant makers

· Companies

· Grants

· 990s

2. Power Search: This search allows the prospective researcher to search nine (9) Foundation Center databases at once (grantmakers, companies, grants, 990s, News, Jobs, RFPs, IssueLab reports, & Nonprofit Literature).
3. Manual Search

4. Cross-Border Giving/Map Search
To perform a search on Foundation Directory Online, select which database you would like to search. Provide/enter any and/or all information you have—remember that entering data/info more fields will result in a narrower search with more narrow results. Usually, but not always, the most useful search option is to search by grant maker. 
·  Searching by grant maker will list all foundations who have distributed grants in the past

· Search Types: Grant maker name, grant maker location (city, state, county, metro area, congressional district, ZIP code) field of interest, types of support, geographic focus, trustees, officers, and donors, total giving or establishment year, keyword or a combination thereof.

· A Company search will list all companies who distribute grants. 

· Search Types: Company name, company location (city, state, county, metro area, congressional district, ZIP code) business type, officers/directors, subsidiary name, subsidiary state/country, subsidiary city, total sales or establishment year, and keyword.

· A grant search will list all organizations who have received foundation grants and from who. 

· Search Types: Grant maker name, grant maker state, recipient name, recipient location (city, state, county, metro area, congressional district, ZIP code) recipient type, subjects, types of support, grant amount or year authorized, and keyword

· A 990s search will list all organizations who have filed a 990 within the criteria selected.

· Search Types: Keyword search, fiscal year, grant maker name, grant maker city, grant maker state code, grant maker SIP code, grant maker EIN (Tax ID#).
A search can also be performed by clicking on the link “view index”. Open an index by clicking on a “View Index” link located beneath a search field title on the search screen.  Entries for large indexes are grouped together alphabetically. For selected indexes, the number in parenthesis to the right of an entry indicates the number of records available in the database for that entry. Clicking on an index entry automatically inserts it into the corresponding search field. Selecting entries from the indexes prevents spelling errors, saves time, and guarantees that you're using the correct terminology associated with a particular search field. 
V.     
Contact and Assistance for Foundation Directory Online
FDO Support:

For questions about Foundation Directory Online, including questions about search strategies, e-mail fdonline@foundationcenter.org or call (800) 424-9836. 
For general questions about foundations, philanthropy, and fundraising research, please refer to the Foundation Center's Online Librarian page (http://foundationcenter.org/getstarted/askus/).  The Online Librarian page has search tutorials and search examples accessible and available to the grant seeker for their perusal.
UMBC 
Please feel free to contact UMBC’s Office of Sponsored Programs if you have questions about Foundation Online Directory and any other available databases that may offer potential funding opportunities. The UMBC FDO official contact is listed below.
UMBC FDO Contact

Dr. Michael Walsh
Grants & Contracts Manager

mwalsh3@umbc.edu
410-455-3037

UMBC Office of Sponsored Programs

ospa@umbc.edu
410-455-3140
www.umbc.edu/ospa
**References/Citations:  Facts, figures, and other pertinent information regarding FDO was gathered from the following website http://fconline.foundationcenter.org/**
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